Microcomputer decision support system for intensive care.
This article describes a computer system to support decisions in Intensive Medicine developed for a multipurpose Intensive Care Unit (13 beds and about 700 yearly patients). The system is used in a microcomputer (486DX4). Works done in this area are mentioned; and the different programs which integrate the system, the advantages of its use and the results accomplished are described. Some of the most important results are the quality increment of the medical care given, physicians' possibilities of dedicating more time to their patients, cost reductions, and improvements in the development of teaching and in the conditions to carry out research work in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU). An analysis is made of the system requirements that guarantee its integration to the Unit work, and the easy and safe use of it by the physicians and nurses.